Appl. No. 10/672,731 

Amdt. dated January 24, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 23, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 (original). A protective bandage, comprising: 

(a) a skin contact layer of flexible film having opposite first and second sides; 

(b) a hollow dome of flexible film attached to and extending over a portion of said 
first side of said skin contact layer, said hollow dome having a height and a top 
portion, the top portion being freely movable along said first side of said skin 
contact layer through a distance related to said height; and 

(c) said second side being adhesively attachable to a surface intended to be protected. 

2 (original). The bandage of claim 1, further including a layer of an adhesive material 
carried on at least a portion of said second side of said skin contact layer. 

3 (original). The bandage of claim 2, wherein said layer of an adhesive material is 
coextensive with said second side of said skin contact layer. 

4 (original). The bandage of claim 2, wherein said layer of an adhesive material is absent 
from an area of said second side of said skin contact layer opposite and aligned with said dome. 

5 (original). The bandage of claim 1 including an array of perforations extending through 
said skin contact layer outside said portion thereof over which said dome extends. 

6 (original). The bandage of claim 6 wherein said perforations have a largest dimension 
in the range of 0.25 mm to 1 .27 mm. 

7 (original). The bandage of claim 6 wherein said perforations are spaced apart from one 
another within said array by a distance in the range of .03 in to .09 in. 
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8 (original). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said hollow dome includes a dome top 
layer of said flexible film, said dome top layer including a skirt portion surrounding and 
extending away from said dome and adhesively attached to said skin contact layer. 

9 (original). The bandage of claim 8 including a layer of an adhesive material 
conforming to said skirt portion and fastening said skirt portion to said skin contact layer. 

10 (original). The bandage of claim 8 wherein said dome top layer includes a side wall 
portion extending from said skirt portion to said top portion. 

1 1 (original). The bandage of claim 10 wherein said top portion of said dome is flat and 
extends parallel with said skirt portion of said dome layer. 

12 (original). The bandage of claim 11, including an arcuate transition portion 
interconnecting said side wall with said top portion of said dome. 

13 (original). The bandage of claim 8 wherein said skin contact layer is larger than said 
dome top layer. 

14 (original). The bandage of claim 13 wherein said skin contact layer is elongate and 
extends beyond said dome top layer in both of a pair of opposite directions. 

15 (original). The bandage of claim 8, wherein said skirt portion has a margin including 
a straight portion, said skin contact layer extends away from said dome top layer beyond said 
straight portion, and said bandage includes an array of perforations that extend through said skin 
contact layer, but wherein said bandage is free of perforations throughout an area extending a 
predetermined distance from said straight portion of said margin. 

16 (original). The bandage of claim 15 wherein some of said perforations extend through 
said skirt portion. 



Page 3 of 1 1 



Appl. No. 10/672,731 

Amdt. dated January 24, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 23, 2004 

17 (original). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said height of said dome is at least 4 mm. 

18 (original). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said bandage has a thickness not greater 
than 0.153 mm. 

19 (original). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said dome top layer is thinner than said 
skin contact layer. 

20 (original). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said skin contact layer is of a material 
which is more elastic than said dome top layer. 

21 (original). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said flexible film of said dome top layer is 
sufficiently pervious to gas that said dome is substantially collapsed when said bandage is in use. 

22 (original). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said dome is circular. 

23 (original). The bandage of claim 22 wherein said skin contact layer is oval. 

24 (original). The bandage of claim 1 including a lubricant between said dome top layer 
and said dome base layer. 

25 (original). The bandage of claim 1 including a layer of a hydrocolloid material 
covering a portion of said second side of said skin contact layer. 



Page 4 of 1 1 



AppLNo. 10/672,731 

Amdt. dated January 24, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 23, 2004 

26 (currently amended). A method of making a bandage, comprising: 

(a) shaping forming a flexible film to form a flexible dome including a flexible side 
wall and a top portion, in a flexible film , leaving said dome surrounded by a 
generally planar skirt of said flexible film extending radially outward from said 
dome; and 

(b) thereafter attaching said skirt adhesively to a generally planar skin contact layer of 
a flexible film that extends at least beneath all of said dome, so that said top 
portion is movable along said skin contact layer . 

27 (original). The method of claim 26 wherein said step of attaching said skirt to said 
skin contact layer includes forming an opening corresponding to said dome in a layer of transfer 
adhesive, and thereafter attaching said transfer adhesive layer to said skirt and to said skin 
contact layer. 

28 (currently amended). The method of claim 26 including the further step of adhesively 
attaching a generally planar dome base layer of flexible film to said skin contact layer in position 
to extend at least beneath all of said dome, prior to said step of attaching said skirt to said skin 
contact layer, and wherein said step of attaching said skirt to said skin contact layer includes 
attaching a portion of said skirt adhesively to said dome base layer. 

29 (original). The method of claim 28 wherein said step of attaching said dome base 
layer adhesively to said skin contact layer includes attaching a layer of transfer adhesive to said 
dome base layer and to a first side of said skin contact layer. 

30 (original). The method of claim 26 including the further step of forming an array of 
small, closely spaced perforations through said bandage. 
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3 1 (original). In combination with an article for use by a person, a friction reducing 
device, comprising: 

(a) a supporting layer of flexible material having opposite first and second sides; 

(b) a hollow dome of flexible material attached to and extending over a portion of 
said first side of said supporting layer, said hollow dome having a height and a top 
portion, the top portion being freely movable along said first side of said 
supporting layer through a distance related to said height; and 

(c) said second side being attached to a portion of said article of clothing so that said 
hollow dome is exposed toward a surface intended to be protected. 

32 (original). The combination of claim 31 wherein the article of clothing is a shoe. 

33 (original). The combination of claim 31 wherein the flexible material of the dome 
includes a polymeric film. 

34 (original). The combination of claim 3 1 wherein the flexible material of the dome 
includes a textile fabric. 

35 (original). A removable accessory for an article of clothing, including a friction 
reducing device comprising: 

(a) a supporting layer of flexible material having opposite first and second sides; 

(b) a hollow dome of flexible material attached to and extending over a portion of 
said first side of said supporting layer, said hollow dome having a height and a top 
portion, the top portion being freely movable along said first side of said 
supporting layer through a distance related to said height; and 

(c) said second side being attached to a portion of said removable accessory so that 
said hollow dome is exposed to a surface intended to be protected when said 
accessory is in use. 
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36 (original). The combination of claim 35 wherein said removable accessory includes a 
heel counter for a shoe. 

37 (original). The combination of claim 35 wherein said removable accessory includes 
an insole for a shoe. 

38 (original). The combination of claim 35 wherein said flexible material of said hollow 
dome includes a polymeric film. 

39 (original). The combination of claim 35 wherein said flexible material of said hollow 
dome includes a textile fabric. 

40 (new). A method of making a bandage, comprising: 

(a) shaping a flexible film to form a flexible dome including a flexible side wall and a 
top portion, leaving said dome surrounded by a generally planar skirt of said 
flexible film extending radially outward from said dome; and 

(b) thereafter attaching said skirt adhesively to a skin contact layer of a flexible film 
extending at least beneath all of said dome, leaving said side wall between said 
skin contact layer and said top portion of said dome free to flex, thereby leaving 
said top portion movable along said skin contact layer to an extent limited by said 
sidewall. 

41 (new). The method of claim 40 including the further step of adhesively attaching a 
dome base layer of flexible film to said skin contact layer prior to said step of attaching said skirt 
to said skin contact layer, and wherein said step of attaching said skirt to said skin contact layer 
includes placing said dome over said dome base layer and attaching a portion of said skirt 
adhesively to said dome base layer, leaving said side wall free to flex and thereby leaving said 
top portion free to move along said dome base layer. 

42 (new). The method of claim 40 including perforating said flexible dome. 
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43 (new). The method of claim 26 including perforating said flexible dome. 

44 (new). The bandage of claim 1 wherein said dome is substantially collapsed and 
of said top portion is in contact against said skin contact layer. 
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